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Fondazione Benetton Studi Ricerche

The Fondazione Benetton Studi Ricerche, based in Treviso in the adjoining buildings of Palazzo Bomben and Palazzo Caotorta, was set up by the Benetton family in the 1980s. Chaired by Luciano Benetton and directed by Marco Tamaro, the Foundation can count on a permanent working group which, with the support of Scientific Committees composed of internationally renowned scholars and experts, has from the outset conducted study and research activities in the wide-ranging spheres of landscape and the history and civilization of games and gaming. Since moving to its present premises in 2003, the Foundation’s location in the centre of Treviso and the availability of dedicated spaces for conferences and exhibitions has enabled it to com​plement its other undertakings with a specific department devoted to research and promotion in the broader field of cultural activities.

In the sphere of landscape studies and research, the Foundation dedicates an annual campaign of study and attention – the International Carlo Scarpa Prize for Gardens – to a place which is «particularly rich in natural, historical and creative values». Every year the campaign sets out to exploit opportunities and means to raise awareness, outside the narrow confines of specialist communities, of the intellectual and manual work needed to manage changes in places, to safe​guard and promote the interests of examples of our natural and historical heritage. The activities associated with the Prize culminate in May with a public ceremony during which the body or person responsible for the place is presented with a symbolic award – the “seal” designed by Carlo Scarpa (1906-1978), the creator of gardens after whom the Prize is named. In 2015 (the xxvi in the series) the cultural campaign is dedicated to Maredolce-La Favara (Palermo, Italy), an embodiment of the confluence of Arab and Norman civilisations, at the centre of Mediterra​nean landscape. 
   Another traditional appointment is the International Landscape Study Days - an opportunity for a critical up-date and an exchange of ideas for people working in different ways and with varying degrees of responsibility in the field of landscape, which the Foundation has promoted and organized annually since 2004. The 2015 Study Days, the eleventh in the series, were dedi​cated to the theme of Landscape and conflict. Experiences and frontier places. 
   Each year the Foundation also organizes a landscape project design workshop which is inter​national in scope, and awards residential bursaries.
   On a local scale, the field of reference for landscape research is the Outstanding Places pro​ject, pursued by the Foundation between 2007 and 2012. The aim of the project was to collect and process into an accessible data bank nominations made by the public of places of “out​standing value” in the Province of Treviso. The intention was also to encourage and facilitate the involvement of people, communities and schools in research and reflection on the universal links between places and the human condition, in the spirit of the principles expressed by the European Landscape Convention. 
Studies and research into the history and civilization of games and gaming constitute a spe​cialist field of activity in which the Foundation has gained an internationally acknowledged scientific reputation for excellence. Its inclusion of the history of games as one of the Founda​tion’s focus activities has entailed rebuttal of the hackneyed commonplace that relegates expres​sions of ludicity to the realm of things which are not “serious”, forgetting the role that pastimes, festivities, sports and leisure activities have always played in societies everywhere.
   Every year, the best degree dissertations in the field of the history of games are awarded scholarships, named since 2001 after Gaetano Cozzi, the late and much lamented scholar who was the inspiration behind this area of the Foundation’s activity. The topics explored may in​clude sports and physical games, the rules and regulations that govern them and the principles underlying them, their importance in social life and attitudes to them on the part of the general public, cultural institutions and civil and religious authorities, without, however, excluding other expressions of the ludic system as a whole.
   At the centre of this activity is the publication of the scientific journal «Ludica», the only one of its kind on the international scene, and of the editorial series of the same name.

The Foundation’s initiatives dedicated to studies and research in the field of cultural activi​ties cover several sectors, embracing music, literature, theatre, cinema and the arts, and are de​signed to satisfy a wide range of interests with a broad and varied programme. Ongoing special projects include: Imago Mundi, the brainchild of Luciano Benetton, involving the collection of small-scale canvases contributed on a voluntary and unpaid basis by established and up-and-coming artists from various countries; the research project Treviso Urbs picta, which sees the Foundation engaged in the rediscovery and cataloguing of frescoed façades in the centre of Treviso before they are forgotten; and the project Early Music in casa Cozzi, which includes a programme of master classes, concerts and appointments with a focus on the rediscovery of little-known aspects of the cultural heritage. 
The Foundation devotes much attention to its relationship with schools. As well as an annual educational programme specifically designed for schoolchildren, it organizes courses for teachers, focussing on music and teaching methodology and practice. In addition, the Founda​tion promotes numerous collaborative initiatives with public and private institutions, especially with universities, offering advice and assistance in the devising of cultural projects and in the development of best practices in the management of places and landscapes aimed at improving the knowledge, appreciation and care of communities’ material and immaterial heritage. One of the main outcomes of these collaborative initiatives is the National Project and Competition en​titled Article 9 of the Constitution, designed to raise awareness amongst young people of the need for knowledge and protection of the historical, cultural, artistic, landscape and scientific heritage of Italy. The project is promoted by the Foundation, together with the Ministry of the Cultural Heritage and the Ministry of Education, in collaboration with the Senate of the Republic, the Chamber of Deputies and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

The work of the Foundation is supported by its documentation centre, which comprises a li​brary, a library of maps and an archive containing over 60,000 volumes, 150 periodicals, 10,000 maps and 30,000 photographs. The quantity and quality of the material in the library and the fact that it is constantly being updated mean that the Foundation enjoys an international reputa​tion as a centre of excellence for bibliographical research in the field of landscape, while the cartographic collection has become an acknowledged point of reference for studies in the field of historical cartography.
Information about the activities of the Foundation is also disseminated through the publication of series of books and monographs supervised by the publishing office. They include the series Memorie, which contains the results of landscape studies and research projects, and the series Ludica, which deals with the history of games and gaming, and the scholarly journal of the same name. From the very beginning, in 1990, the annual Carlo Scarpa Prize has always been accompanied by a dossier containing in-depth treatment of the award-winning site.
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