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Premio Internazionale Carlo Scarpa per il Giardino





xxvi Annual Award, 2015

Maredolce-La Favara, Palermo

Press release
Maredolce-La Favara, which lies at the heart of the Brancaccio district of Palermo in the area that has come to be known as the “Conca d’Oro” and which stands as a tangible reminder of landscape in the Arab and Norman civilization in Sicily, is the focus of this year’s campaign of care and study conducted by the Fondazione Benetton Studi Ricerche and associated with the International Carlo Scarpa Prize for Gardens, the twenty-sixth in the series of annual awards made by the Foundation.
   Maredolce-La Favara is today a vast depression in the ground, what in the past was a huge reservoir, with a still recognisable, irregularly shaped island at its centre and a magnificent palace standing on the edge of this concavity with ranks of recently-built houses close by on two sides. Within the hollow, an area covering about twenty-five hectares contains a complex system of structures, hydraulic devices and an enormous citrus orchard, as well as the Norman palace.
   The place stood guard over Palermo, intercepting anyone who came in from the sea or by land from the Tyrrhenian coast. It acquired the name Favara in the x century, an Arab word for spring water, which is abundant in the neighbourhood; and then from the xiv century it became Maredolce, in celebration of the extraordinary “lake” that was so large that it bore comparison with the nearby sea. The area was settled by the Romans, the Arabs and the Normans and kept fertile by irrigation techniques that combine the hydraulic expertise of the Romans with the innovations of the Arab agricultural revolution. Gardens full of palms and citrus trees, extensive plantations of sugar cane, vineyards and olive groves were all watered from a huge reservoir, with an island at its centre, whose wonders were celebrated by poets and travellers. And on the island, a royal residence, which Roger II referred to as his “sollazzo”, by which he meant not only the pleasure he derived from its gardens, but also the experience the place offered as a meeting point of different cultures – Byzantine, Arab and Norman – in its architecture, life styles and landscape, and in the exchange of ideas with the scholars and thinkers of the age. All this in Palermo, on the great island at the centre of the Mediterranean, a confluence of the biological and cultural diversities of three continents.
   For a considerable time forgotten in topographical descriptions and no longer perceptible to its inhabitants, Maredolce seems nevertheless to be holding out despite its now discontinuous perimeter, like the head of a wedge retaining the space it occupies in the tangle of old and new roads in the outskirts of a city that has sprawled right up to its verges. In Maredolce we recognize the outposts of a close-knit spray of surviving landscapes beyond the River Oreto between the slopes of Mount Grifone, the roads of Ciaculli and the coast, a striking patchwork of cultivated land which is all that remains of the Conca d’Oro, and which here take the name of “garden”.

   This landscape bears the marks of history and hints of a positive change in a social milieu that was formerly “condemned” to unsparing censure: Ciaculli and Brancaccio are districts connected with unspeakable crimes such as those associated with the “mafia dei giardini” and the heroin refineries, but they were also home to anti-mafia heroes such as Father Pino Puglisi. The Carlo Scarpa Prize is hopeful of a possible resolution between the life of this neighbourhood and a far-sighted vision in which the city recognizes the signals here of a reconciliation between the contradictions of recent urban development and the living presence of its historic landscapes. 

   Maredolce awaits recognition and placing in a wider context that reveals its full significance and rediscovery of the link between what has been saved, what is still to emerge, and the life, no longer indifferent, of the community around this place. Outstanding amongst those now working for Maredolce-La Favara is the working group set up by the Superintendency of the Cultural and Environmental Heritage of Palermo, under the guidance of Maria Elena Volpes, to which the Scientific Committee of the Foundation expresses its profound appreciation of the experience and commitment it brings to the task, in recognition of which it has decided to entrust the group’s coordinator, Lina Bellanca, with the Carlo Scarpa Seal as a token of affinity and support for all those who, in their different fields, are working in a far from easy urban and social context to underline the importance of a public good in ongoing need of care, attention and defence of the exceptional values and diversity it continues to embody.

The 2015 campaign will begin in Milan with a Press Conference on 25th March and continues in Treviso on the premises of the Fondazione Benetton Studi Ricerche and at Municipal Theatre with another Press Conference on 7th May and the public days of Friday 8th and Saturday 9th May, with the opening of an exhibition, a public seminar, the showing of a documentary and the distribution of a dossier, both edited and produced by the Foundation and dedicated to Maredolce-La Favara, and the ceremony during which those responsible for the award-winning place are presented with the seal designed by Carlo Scarpa (1906-1978), the creator of gardens for whom the Prize is named. The awareness-raising campaign will then continue during the year with other events in Treviso, Paris, Granada and Palermo.
Fondazione Benetton Studi Ricerche 

Fondazione Benetton Studi Ricerche 


